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forget our rates of postage are now, in fact,
'::?I:}::lﬁ'ﬂf et ¥ than those of Great Britain;
and that the of the two counties, in regard to
- neatly every thing Which should influence the rates of
tage, is t.
w;'homﬁuhd of Great Britain apd Ireland has:
an area of abont 120,000 square miles, and & lations

' " Phie nee orders have been made to charge failing

: . i re and periodicals tan be
::::n:.e 5 m?::th. at o' cont less than the
postage ‘by law, such cheaper of con-
Veyance adopted. For this -
?hd .:l-lsm be establishe may be gy st hilgl:
:c;rupm' Tap v}m: being oppressive or seriously
-objectionable, ' ;
is n disposition “in certain quarters to
ur:: f‘mﬁmm in our inland rates of letter pos-
tage, before the results of the last reduction are properly
ascertained,

uke the position that the people of this
-&ﬁﬁ? l‘;l]:tlm‘ mtwnﬁuﬁod with any 9ndu¢tipn of
postage until it be made as cheap as that of Great Britain,

of about tweaty-eight millions ; while the area o the in
lngimd pwﬁme%h the United States may be estimated
at more than 1,100,000 square miles, with a gopulntmn

of twenty-four millions.
The results of the cheap Pmtsge system in Great Bri-
tain, and of reduced rates o tage in this country under

the act of 1846, are continually referred to as evidence that
this Department can sustain itself with a letter of
two cents the single rate; but these results, when care-.
fully considered, ish us not to o t o further re-

duction until justified by our revenues. 6 of these
results will be stated,

In the year ending January 5, 1839, being the year pre-
vious to the in Great Britain on the Gth of De-

cember, 1889 of the four-penny rate, (followed January
10, 1840, by the penny-rate on pre- id letters, and the
two-penny 'ra.t?n &nﬂ % “g letters,) the gross revenue

i B]lﬁ)m “
&r:lm-mfh?- T - £2,890,768 10s. 1}d.
And the expenditures -~ - - - 758,909 T 4d.

; N A
Leaving a nett revenug of - - - - £1,633,764 2s. 9d.

quate, or where the hond had been executed for more than |
six years. More than 5,250 new bouds were, under this
order, prepared and sent out, and nearly all have been
returned, examined, ed, and registered. :
A carefully revised and corrected list of the post offices
in the United States has been published and buted
to the postmasters and other officers of the Department.
On this revision it appeared that the numberof mﬁoﬁu
in the United States was somewhat less than that stated
in & previous veport from this Department.
The laws of Congress relating to this Department, its
officers and business, have been carefully compiled for re-
publication in connexion with the general regulations of
the Department, which have been revised for that pur-
pose. A large portion of the work has heen forspme time
in the hands of the printer, and the whole is expected to
be completed and distributed in February next. .

W marking and rating nuunfn have been furnished
to a large class of offices whose receipts were too small to
authorize the supply of metal stamps, By furnishing these
and blanks of a better quality, as well as other facilities |
for the dispatch of business, it is hoped that the Inbor of
postmasters will be, in some degree, veduced, and greater
promptness, aeouracy, and dispatch secured.

In consequence of the want of clerical force in the dend
letter office, my efficient Third Assistant had been com-

elled, for several years, to allow an accumnulation, in the
Sesd letter office, of letters containing promissory notes,
drafts, and other papers of value. Thiy elass of letters
had been accumulating from 1837, and was rapidly in-
crensing. Upon examination into the general character
of their encl , I deemed it my duty to couse extraor-

Tn 1850 the gross revenue was only £2,165,849 17s. 0}d.
While the expenditures were - - - 1,824,502 10s. 10d.
Leaving o ’::tt revenue of e - .&840,787’253. -111 s&-{;lz

i gross revenue for the ears, from 185
wﬁ;’ both: inclusive, was ﬂls.;};ﬁh 12s, 1{d., and

for the eight years next succ the reduction, only
£13,843, 6s. 8}d.—although the franking privilege
was abolished on the adoption of the penny postage, and

the Government paid postage nt the ordinary rates. The
postage paid p.the P(;:nmnmt in 1847 amounted to
&!g&%g ls. 'J’r : , TR
ur rates of postage on newspapers, pamphle i
were not Iiiam-l.&o; cE:ngud by &e act of 1845, but the
letter postage was reduced about 63 per cent., as was then
estimated in the Department. :
The receip'tn from letter postage for the year preceding
the reduction were $3,060,231, and for the suocceed-

ing year only $2,881,807; being a reduction of about 24
por cent. Tie letter pos for the nine years next pre-
geding the reduction was 271,986.09, being an aver-

age of $3,807,092,80 per year; and for the five years
next succeeding the reductions the letter Eosl.n.ge WAS
$17,606,710.71, or $3,530,342.14 per year. The increase
from 1845 to 1850 in the postage of newspapers, pamph-
lets, &e. ;w‘hioh had not been reduced,) was $426,365.67,
or about 70 per cent.

It is true that the expenditures of the Department for the
ten years prior to the reduction of 1845, exceeded its reve-
nues, and thatitarevenuesfor thelastfive years have exceed-
ed its expenditures; but before the act of 1845 the Depart-
ment received nothing for the free matter of Congress and
the D ents. Since 18456 the Department has received
$1,458,187.60 from the Treasury, which sum has been in-
cluded in the statement of its revenues; and also the fur-
ther sum of $725,000 appropriated by Congress to meet
the deficiency in its revenue which followed the act of
1845. Theaggregateamountofthesesumsexceeds by about
$775.000 the available balances to the credit of the reve-
nues of the Department on the 30th of June last. It should
also be remem that, by a provision of the act of 1845,
the Postmaster General was required to aceept the lowest
bid which in his judgment secured the requisite certainty,
gecurity; and oelerity in the transportation of the mail, and
that under this rule the cost of tra tion was reduced
from $2,005,604 in 1845 to $2,577, in 1849 ; although
the extent of our mail routes was increased during that
period from 143,940 to 167,708 miles. The contracts for
mail transportation are made for four years, and one of
the four contraot sections is let ench year, The whole
gervice had, consequently, in July, 1848, undergone the
groeess of reduction under the act of 1845, and the an-

ual cost of tran tion has from that time been stea-
dily and necessarily inereased. It will, therefore, be seen
that the reduction of postage in 1845 wasaccompanied by
® great veduetion’ of “the cost of mmgv:hlnqwhﬂe no-
guch reduction’ean follow the act of 1851. On the contra-
Ty, that act, hy the reduction of postage on printed mat-
ter, and the consequent increase of such matter in the
mails, will add ve luEn‘ly to the cost of transportation.

In connexion with these facts it should also be remem-
‘bered that the receipts from postage in Great Britain have
‘been greatly augmented by the establishment, since 1839,
of numerous lines of ocean steamers, yielding large reve-
nues, the expense of which lines is not mwon the
Post Office Department of the United . Great
Britain also collects a considerable sum for transit postage.
In this country, also; the receipts from postages havebeen
considerably augmented by the establishment of lines of
-ocean mail steamers, under contracts with the Navy De-
portment and with this Department; the present cost of
;which, and the postages thereon, appear in this report.

The wsoﬁ‘ packet service, foreign and inland, paid
by the iralty, and not by the Post Office Department

in the United Kingdom, 'is beleved to have been
£701,580 14s, 8d. for the year en January 5, 1848;
while the smount, paid by the Post Department for
the conveyance of the mails, including riding work, and
expresses by the Deputy Postmasters of the United King-
dom, wages to mail guards, other conch expenses, and
tolls on mail conches, was only £419,178 17s. 234.

Since the date of my last annual report new contracts
have been made, nfter due advertisement, for furnishing
blanks, wrapping paper, twine, sealing wax, and marking
and rating . for the use of the post offices of the
e m Ml g Bes i Boming i

gs and pouches, m and keys, paper, blas
books, and,%oth_er stationery for the use of the Department,
and for the printing and binding requiredtherefor, Under
these contracts nearly all these articles will besupplied
on more fivorable terms than nnder the former contracts.

A contract has been made for the uuf&l{.d the postage
stamps authorized by the act of March These stamps
are balieved to be of superior quality, and ave firnished at:
A less price than was formerly paid. Some of those fur-
ﬂ’h'?é'd.lm ;after the execution of the contract were found
to be deficlent in adhesive q es, but it is believed that
there will'be no greund for future complaint: i

l;limc;liona ::r the d‘:‘eh'udm .-ottl-“ the dies and plates
employed in the manufacture of t| g stamps for-
norhly ?E:Ju.n been given, nn‘in:ur aol:.ngt:? and hrrnhg
such of the stamps as have not been isgued to postmasters,
s Ay ey bllohig::‘ of th
> e streets, avenues, roads, and puhl AYS e
cities of New mm Philndelphia, andlﬁo_w Or-
leans haye been established as post routes uader the 10th
gection of the postage act of ﬁmh 8, 1851, and letter
earriers appointed for the service thereon. If it is the
intention of Congress to transfer the whole dispateh busi-
ness of the cities to the letter-carriers of the Department,

- further legislation for that purpose is desirable.

Some weeks since, agents of this Department were dis-
patched to the North and to New Orleans, with the view
of ascertaining whether the mails on the great route be-
tween the States of Maine and Louisinna might not be
considerably expedited. The greater expedition and
therefore formidahle competition of ocean steamers, run-
ning between inent points on: this line, seemed to
render thism favorable moment for negotintions with the
m&mm tte esent mu&mm. “fmm‘h&s {?rqr—
g 4 g 75_' persons thus sentalong these lines,
:tf!v;;seliﬁqa !.Ig_:yt._e' &o‘ :mtrmton will mgt the wi;‘hes

: ¢ Departimen between this city and New
Orloans oan: be expedited twenty-four hours; that the
time required hetween this: city and New York can
be reduced to eleven hours; and that the mails from
the South, leaving here in the afternoon, may be delivered
in New York in time to be sent east to Boston, north to
Albany, on their way to Buffalo, and Woest, along the New
York and Erie railroad, by the morning trains from New
York. 'While g‘:rvnhg this object, an
to preserve at York a close connexion of the trains
oarrying the mails which leave here in the with
;‘lrm Erenin; traing which take such mails beyond New

ork. .
' The Tiberal tion avowed by the contractors who
have been to, nnd the general liberality of those
not yet as well as the strong interest they
all have in: the t line more rapid and more
satisfaotory to the trave public, would seem to justify
the hope that these i ts can be effected without
incurring an @ diture disproportioned to the impor-
tanoe of the t to be attained. If, however, the
megotintions now in progress shall lead to no favorable
result, the attention of Congress will be called to other
feasible modes of the great mails betwoen the
tates,

goarantors between their
mcoepted proposals and the amount which the Department
subsequently contracts to pay for the service 5
such This is under the provisions

dinary efforts to be made to send these letters and their
enclosures to the parties entitled thereto. For this pur-
pose several clerks, whose duties might during the recess
of Congress be temporarily thrown upon othersin the same
divisions, were detached from their respective desks and
employed in this service. In order to nccomplish the oh-
ject in view, several persons not in the service of the De-
partment were permitted to labor in the office, with the
understanding that they would be paid when Congress
should upedifly appropriate for that purpose a sum suffi-
cient for their compensation. This course was the more |
necesSary as, during the last summer, some 4,200 pounds |
of dead letters, which had been suffered to accumulate in |
Californis since the extension of our mail service to Sun |
Francisco, in the hope that Congress would authorize them |
to be opened and examined there, were returned to the |
Department. The amount equitably due to the persons
thus allowed to labor in the Department is estimated at
$505.42. As the increased Iabor thrown upon the Depart-
ment by the new postage aot of the 8d of March last, ren-
dered it impossible to register and send out the letters re-
ferred to without some such arrangement, and as by it
the letters accumulated during the previous years, and
most of those received during the present year, have been
properly disposed of, it is believed Congress will not hesi-
tate to make the necessary appropriation. That it be
made at an early day is earnestly recommended.
- The requirement of the return of weekly and monthly
registors of the. arrivals and departures of the mails at |
the termini of each route, showing whether the nnmberf
of trips contracted for had or had not been performed nc-
cording to contract and within schedule time, has intro-
duced greater efficiency and regularity into the service.
During the last fiscal year, ns appears by the re-
port from the Inspection Office, the fines imposed upon
contractors on inland routes amounted to $8,081.87;
of which the sum of $10.25 has been remitted. The de-
ductions on account of failures and irregular serviee on
such routes amounted, during the same period, to
$25,971.89 ; of which the sum of $84.77 has been remit-
ted. The deductions made during the same period for
fuilures and irregularities on foreign routes under contracts
with this Department amounted to $1,450, and the fines |
and deduetions which the Navy Department has been ad- |
vised to make on routes under its control (the inspection
of which had been transferred to this Department) amount-
ed to $1,958.
The specinl

n.%ents of the Dagnr’oment have been ac-
tively and usefully employed in the discharge of their va-
rious and important duties, The incrensed salnries au-
thorized by an act of the last Congress have not been
paid them, the necessities of the service forbidding such
reduction of their number as would justify the payment
of the inoreased salary out of the present appropriation.
These officers render important service to the Department
and to the publie. > their exertions mainly the
proportionate increase of depredation and loss, with the
growth of the country and extension of mail transporta-
tion has been materinlly checked, while the number of
arrests and conyictions for violation of the laws has been
groatly increased. Much of the service is performed in
cities, and is of a nature to involve large expenses. I
recommend an appropristion for the deficiency of salary
allowable to them under the existing laws.

The postmasters and other persons in the service of the
Department have, with few exceptions, discharged their
duties with fidelity, promptness, and accuracy, and have
endeavored to increase the efficiency, utility, and reputa-
tion of the Department,

On the 3d of January last, 8. R. Hobbie, Esq., then
First Assistant Postmaster General, was appointed a spe-
cinl agent and postal commissioner, and dispatched to
Cuba and Panama, with instructions to make, if practica-
ble, suitable arrangements for an exchange at Cuba of
mails from and to the West' India Islands, the Atlantic
coast of Bouth America, and to points on the Gulf of
Mexico and elsewhere reached from IHavana by British
mail packets but to which our own mail arrnngements
did not extend ; and also to effect, if practicable, an ar-
rangement for the exchange at Panama of mails from and
to the western. coast of South Ameriea.

.Temporary arrangements for these purposes were agreed
uﬂon by Mr. Hobbie, and confirmed by the Department.
These arrangements have been found to be useful; but
the increase of correspondence with the Roints named will
soon render more perfect arrangements desirable.

Mr. Hobbie was also instructed to proceed to Cali-
fornia and aid the resident ngent of the Department at
the opening of the proposals for mail service, which he
had been directed to invite. It was then the expec-
tation that Mr. Hobbie would reach San Francisco in
time for the lettings, but an attack of fever unfortu-
nately detained him on the Isthmus heyond that time.
The service was, however, satisfactorily performed by
the resident t and the postmaster of San Francisco.
Mr. Hobbie reached San Francisco soon after, and before
the contracts were arranged and executed, and was able
to render efficient service in aid of the resident agent.

As Mr. Hobbie continued in service ns special agent of
this Department for some time after the Ist of April,
when his resignation as First Assistant Postmaster General
took effect, I respectfully recommend that Congress make
adequate provision for the payment of his expenses and
suitable compensation for his services.

It was hoped and expected, at the time the advertise-
ments for proposals for mail service in California and
QOregon were red, that Congress would authorize aregu-
lar letting to be concluded there, and contracts for the usual
period to be executed under the supervision of the agents
of the Department, aoting under its general instructions.
Col however, adjourned withont conferring this an-
thority, anid the agent in Californin was instructed to
make temporary contracts only. Acting under this in-
struction, the agent, who had received bids for service
until the 80th dny of June, 1854, (the end of the regular
contract term in the section to which California and Oregon
belong,) very properly received from the ageepted bidders
contracts for the residue of the contract term, endorsing
upon each an agreement signed by the contractor, giving
to the Postmaster General * the right to discontinne the
¢ service at the end of ome year, or on the 30th day of
¢ June, 1852, making sich additional allowance for the
¢ year's service a8 to him shall seem just, proper, and
¢ gquitable.”

As these contracts provide for service at prices more
than fifty per cent. less than those paid under the pre-
vious contracts, and as low as can probably be obtained at
a new letting, it is respectfully recommended that a joint
resolution legalizing such contracts for the residue of the
contract term be adopted at an early day.

Contracts for the service in Oregon, under proposals re-
eeived and opened in pursuance of an advertisement direct-
ed under the same circumstances, and with the same expec-
tations as that directed in California, have been executed
for the residue of the contract term, to end sn the 30th of
June, 1854, and returned by the agent to this Depart-
ment. The acts of the agent have been confirmed so far
as to authorize temporary contracts only. The prices of
the serviee stipulatad for are high, but it is believed that
they are neatly or quite as reasonable as could be obtain-
od ata m-lenh& The early passage of a joint roso-
lution to legalize these contracts for the residue of the
contract term is recommended.

Under the provisions of the first saction of the navy ap-

m’hﬁﬁ" not, ved March 8, 1851, contracts have
made with the Pacific Mail Steamship Company to
increaso the trips of the mail line bhetween Panama and

Orogon to semi-monthly ; thus making that service con-
form to the loni_—gquﬁ'l,: service on the Atlantic side of
the Isthraus, as directed by the section roforred to, This
service was contracted for at the rate of seventy-five per
cent. of the edst of the trips under the nal or former
oontract ; and the contract therefor is to be in

" She 25t poction of the aet of July 2d, 1896, whieh it |
believed will now be ystemationily and faithfully earried

Under the provisions of the same section, thisDepart-|
' consented to 4 tem by which |
steamers from New York to Huvanssare not re-

red to touch at Charleston or 3 wud the con- |
trict for semi-monthly servige between the- ports lust
named and Havana has been renewed for four years, from
the 1st duy of July lust, at the price theretofdre paid for
that service.

The contrnotors for the mail service frem. New York
and New Orleans, via Havana, to Chagres, some time since
proposed to tuke mails by their steamers, which run di-
rect to Chagres, in_ addition to the mails taken by their
steamers touching at Havana, They desired nit

on therefor. This Department deelined to as-
sume for the Government either an express or implied ob-
ligation tsy make such compensation, but consented - to
send muils by such steamers, with the expross understand-
ing that no obligation to pay for such service was thereby
ineurred, hut without requiring the contractors expressly
to relinquish all eluim to compensation, and thus pre-
elude an application to Congress.

The opening of the route now in opewation by way of
Lake Nicaragua, and the probability thas other competing.
routes trom the Atlantic cities to hglf&r:ia m:hm ere

be in operation, and upon w ils' may

ps be transported with greater dispatch and econo-
my than upon the t route, rendoes it expedient to |
proceed with great eaution in to the cost of the:
resent service, and to reserve, in all cases, the right to
seontinue such service and pay whemneyer the publie in-
terest may require, :

No contract has heen made for the transportation ef
the mails across the Isthmus of Panama, under the secomsl:
section of the * Act to e#tablish cextain postroutes, &'
approved Mareh 8, 1851. The Government of New Gea~
nhda has consented that the serviee may be by
the Panama Railroad Company, and a proposition from
tho President of that company for the transportatien of
our mails across the [sthmus was fuvorably regarded. As,
however, there were difficulties in the way of making a
permanent contract in conformity with the requirements
of the section above referred to, it was suggested that
the railroad company should commence the transporta-
tion of the mail as soon as their road should be so far
completed and in.operation as to incrense the tion
of the mails, and that this Department should recom-
mend to Congress to authorize payment therefor ata
price per pound slightly above the avernge price now paid
under the treaty with New Granada. ¢ President of
the railroad company has given »otice that om and after
the 1st of December next (1851) the company will he
ready to receive and transport the mail under this ar-
rangement, and orders rol;l]its. delivery to that company
have been issued. This will expedite very considerably
the transportation across the Isthmus. I respectfull
recommend an appropriation for the compensation whic
will be equitably due to the railroad company.

The contract with the Collins line of mail steamers be-
tween New York and LiveTwl requires the pe ce
of but twenty trips out and back d the year. For
the purpose, however, of arranging wrekly trips in Ame-
rican steamers, alternating with those of the Cunard
steamers which depart weekly from this country and Eng-
land, these steamers have made departures each alter-
nate week, and have thus completed a weekly line of
American steamers from New York. If these trips are
continued as hevetofore there will have been performed in
the present year three more trips than are provided for
in the contract, and to continue the weekly trips there-
after will require six additional trips per year.

As the English Government had made new arrange-
ments by which the weekly trips of the Cunard steamers
were to be eontinued through the year, it wns deemed
highly important to continue the weekly trips of the
American steamers also.  Under these cireumstances, Mr.
Collins was requested to continue his trips every other
week, and was assured that the payment, by Con-
gress, of a pro riita compensation would be recommended.
It is claimed by the contractors, and it is believed justly,
that a pro rata compensation for these extra trips, in the
winter season, will not fully indemnify them; and if the
extra trips are performed, it is earnestly recommended
that a pro rata compensation, with such addition, if any,
ns may be necessary to give to the contractors a fair and
liberal compensation for the extra service, be authorized
by Congress. The unrivalled qualities and speed of the
ships of this line, and the very satisfactory manner in
which the service has been performed, establishing the
superiority of American skill and enterprise in the con-
struction of ocean steamers and in ocean steam navi-
gation, entitle the proprietors of this line to the most fa-
vorable consideration, and T cannot doubt that Congress
will make the appropriations recommended.

From the Auditor’s report, it appears that the whole
amount of postage, including inland, sea, and foreign, on
letters, &c. received and sent by the different lines of
United States mail steamers, during the last fiscal year,
was B867,801 52, ns follows :

Line from Neéw York to Liverpool, (Collins) -$205,841 71
Line from New York vin Southampton to

Bremen - - - - - - -
Line from New York via Cowes to Havre, (for

nine monthsonly) - - - - .
Lines from New York and New Orleans, via

Havana, Chagres, and Panama, to Califor- |

nia and Oregon - = = .« 529,341 04

867,801 52

The postages nceruing on letters carried by the lines
from the Atlantic cities to California and Oregon will be
much diminished in consequence of the reduction of postage
made by the act of 1851, and of the increased number of
letters sent by private expresses. Upon the other lines
a very considerable increase is confidently expected.

The attention of this Department having been directed
to the sibject of postal communication between the Uni-
ted States nnd Mexico, it has ascertained that satisfactory
propositions can probably be obtained for a line of mail
:tanmars from New Orleans, by way of Tampico, to Vera

Jruz. :

The establishment of such nline would 1o’ doubt great-
ly facilitate and increase the postal intercourse between
the two countries, and in that regard alone is worthy of
the consideration of Congress. But it would also, it is
believed, be productive of grealt‘jolitical and commercinl
advantages; would abate national antipathies and preju-
dices; promote and increase friendly views and relations
between the people of the two countries, and unite more
closely by mutual benefits the two great Republies of the
western hemisphere. For the reasons thus briefly ad-
verted to, I respectfully advise that the establishment of
a line of mail steamers to Vera Cruz be recommended to
Congress. An examination of the Treasury tables of ex-
ports and imports to and from Mexico for the last ten
years will, it is believed, show the importance of such a
line to the interests of the whole country—especinlly to
that large portion of it situnted on the Mississippi and its
tributaries—and justify defraying from the Treasury the
e se of its establishment,

ers have been made to this Department to contract
for mail service from New York to Antwerp ;

From New York, by Gibraltar, Marseilles, and Tonlon,
to Genoa; 1

From New York to Ban Francisco, by the Nicauragua
route, which is now in-operation; f

From New York.to Galway, in Ireland ;

From Philadelphis to Havana;

From New York, by St. Thomas, &e¢., to Venezuela ;

From Philadelphia to Antwerp, and from New York to
New Orleans by n steamers, in connexion with a con-
templated railroad service ncross the State of Florida.

Believing that the future revenues of the Department
would prove insufficient to justify the employment of the
service embraced in these offars, most of the parties making
them have been informed, in substance, that no contract
for the service would be made by this rtment, and
that their applications should be submitted to Congress.
Some, if not all, of these lines would be found exceeding-
1y useful and advantageous, if the service could be obtain-
ed at rates not disproportioned to the public benefits
secured by their establishment,

It is understood that the Belgian Government is ready
to co-operate in the speedy estublishment and maintain-
ance of, the line to Antwerp. That t is a favorable
one for the co dence between this country and the |
continent of Europe, and it is not doubted that ostab- |
lishment of such a line would be exceedingly advanta-
geous to the two countries, not only in respect to their
postal intercourse, but also, in a much higher degree, to |
their commercial interests, A hope is entertained that
gu‘s subject will be found to deserve favorable considera-

on,

A copy of the Ej“'l’”m"“ of Mr. Ambrose W. Thomp- |
#on, in behalf of himself and his associates, for the esta- |
blishment of a line of mail steamers between New York |
and Galway, is herewith submitted. - This proposition was
received on the 28th instant, too late for deliberate con-
sideration. It willbe seon that Mr. Thompson proposes to
enter into contract to el'nz the mail for ten yenrs in steam-
ships readily convertible into war steamars for $100,000
per annum for cach ship employed ; or to sontract for such

service, and receive therefor only the postages which shall |
arise from such mail matter as mnﬂ- be actually transmit-
ted in the ships of the proposed line. “This Department

has, perhaps, no nuthority to make contracts giving to
such a line the postages aceruing thereon; and even if it
has, there is o mnnifest propriety in submitting the matter
to Oongress. There is' much reason to believe that such
aline would lessen the time now required for the trans-
mission of the mails between this country and England |
and Ireland ; and other and cogent reasons, not directly
connected with its usefulness for mail ses, have been |
strongly urged in favor of its asubm:nt. As these |
reasons will, without doubt, be soon ted to (! 55 |
by those most familiar with the sul t,Ithxm # |
best promote the object Il?ly recommending it to n‘I.
early and favorable con: tion of  that body.
Application hag alao been made for the extension of the

strict accordance with the provisions of the actreferred to,

trips of the steamers of the New Y
Bromea.  The subject s yot udes advisoment, -

04,508 03 |
38,110 74 |

m agreement with the Canadiun Post Office le-
has been ceneluded, and the arrangementfor
which it provided is now in successful operation. Under
this arrangement the postage on a single lotter from.any
point in the United Stutes to any point in Uanads, isten
m-mnw of Unnada cwrrency—except where the
! 4 to-be transmitted over 3,000 miles from the boun-
p line nt the point of crossing, when the single rate of
ié fifteen cents—payable in either eountry. A co-

Py of this agreement is hereto nnnexed, ’
An agreement of a similar charucter hus been made
with ,I‘P?:t Lm’mu Btp.cr:mn;;f Nﬂ;‘ Brunswick, em-

L ton, Nova ti

< s pe b Beotia, and
Looking to the eventunl establishment of a mail line
between California and Ching, vin the Sandwich Isiands,
the postmaster of San Francisco was some monuths since
instrueted to make up snd forward, by every eonvenient
fgmty. ull letters for those distant countries where
inland postage to the San Francisco office was pre-

‘Unden a provisisa in the second section of the postage
aot of last session, an order was made, by the advice and
consent of the President, and went into effect on the fivst
of July last, establishing two cents us the rate to be
;}Iﬂdm cach _uvanlrer °‘Suot passing through Great
) mailed im the United States for or received from |
any foreign country, other than the Dritisle North Ameri- |
can provinces, and the West Coast of South America,
where different rates were found more applicable and dif-
ferent arrungements were made. A rate of two cénts for

the United States and Great Britain, #ad been nlready

n”jg the existing postul treaty with that country.
This order was considered advisable, not:only in view of
the desired postal arrangements witiy, France, Prussin,

dnd Belgiun, but also of having, as far, as practicable,

ﬂ,__m uniform rates of newspsper postage between
‘nitel States and the States of Western Europe..

The postal convention with Prussia, which has for many

months ready for signature, ns soon ns a redwoed

rate of frunsit postage should be aonsented to. hy the Bri-

tish Gorerument, is still unsigned, in, o uenge of the
_ of negotintions with Greus Bﬁm the adoption
of -y rates of trnnnmnm on letiens passing

that m to conn beyond. Fap the same

through

reason the negotintions with France for a similar postal
arrangement have not been pressed to a finsk conclusion,
and o pending proposal for a postal eonvembion with Bel-
gium, in comexion with a proposition for the establish-
ment-of a line of mail steamers to Antwerp, has been
postpened for future congideration,

The rt::e :d d;tmmlmtiwt on of Gmtthmn :éo ilnsigt
upon a transit rate on letters passin and,
w&lch is deoped excessive, is n 3 oef of regret. ngy the
postal treaty of Deceraber, 1848, this Government made
the most libpral conecessions, The terms of the treaty
were highlyfavorable to Great Britain, but I am con-
strained to say that, in my judgment, the liberal spirit
then maonifpsted by the United States has not
reciprocated, The treaty provided ‘that the British
Governmen{ might send letters in closed mails through
the United 'States, (mostly by the way of New York or
Boston,) to their North erican Provinces, at twelye
and o Lalf|ceats the ounce, which was deemed equiva-
lent to only one-half the- rate then paid by our own eiti-
zéns on letters conveyed the same distance.

This provision was conceded, although the transit rates
ont letters pagsing throngh England on their way from or
to this counfry, were left (temporarily, as was then sup-
posed) to ba determined by the British post office, except
that they wére not to exceed the rates which that office
then charged, or should thereafter charge, upon letters
from British ecolonies or possessions, or foreign countries,
passing through England in like manxer: and although it
was known that the rates usually charged (being different
in respect to letters addressed to different countries) ave-
raged about thirty cents the ounce.

It wus then expected that this arrangement in respect to
the transit rates of the two countries would be s ily
superseded by one more in accordance with the views of
mutual benefit and accommodation entertained by this
Government ; and tothat end the following provision was
inserted in the 12th article of the treaty:

“ But the two contracting parties agree to invite France to
exter into communication with them, without loss of time, in
onier to effect such arrangements for the conveyance of letters
ard newspapers and closed mails through the Territories of the
Uaited States, of the United Kingdom, and of France, respee-
tively, ns may be most conducive to the interests of the three
comtries.”

Negotiations between the three countries on this sub-
jeot were protracted by the refusal of Great Britain to ns-
sint to an’'arrangement deemed fair and reasonable, un-
t1 France has at length consented to a separate arrange-
went with Great Britain, reducing the transit rate on let-
tars passing through that country from and to France from
tiirty to twenty-four cents the ounce.

The same rate was insisted upon us the basis of an ar-
rn-.:lgaumt with this country, but was deemed excessive,
snd has not been assented to.

Our gonvention with Great Britain can be snmulled by
ei%{er of the two Governments after one year's notice to
the other; and if satisfictory transit rates be not soon
agrped to, this Government should seriously consider

elhrr the notice provided for in the treaty shall not he
given.

It iy well known that vessels from foreign ports con-
tinually bring into this country large numbers of letters
which gre not delivered into the post offices of the ports of
arrival, as required by law. In steamers running on
the rottes from New York and New Orleans to San Fran-
cisco, ‘Fﬂ'luﬁing even the mail steamers under contract
with tli¢ United States, large numbers of letters are con-
tinually sent by express companies, and the authority now
vested in this Department and its officers is insufficient to
prevent it. The evil is one of such magnitude, and bears
80 heavily upon the revenues of the Department, that it is
earneptly recommended that the laws applicable to the
:::}ge t be carefully revised. It is suggested that it be

e highly penal for express companies, their agents,
or othey persons, to carry letters on these routes outside
of the mails, and that it be made the especial duty of all
officers of the customs, and all special agents of the Post
Office Department, to examine on board vessels, on their
arrival,lall packages which they shall have good reason
to beligye contain letters, and to seize the same, under
such restrictions and with such direotions for their sub-
sequent, disposal ns may be deemed expedient. The
master, or other officer in charge of such vessel
should ' also be required to make an affidavit, before
such vesgel shall be permitted to hreak bulk or make entry
in any port of the United States, that he has, to the best of
his knowledge and belief, delivered or caused”to be de-
livered to the post office at or nearest to snch port, all bags,
packages, or parcels containing letters that were on board
such ship at the time of its arrival, excopt such letters as
are exempied by law. In view of the present low rates
of postage, the great expense of maintaining these lines
of steamers, the comparatively small amount of postage
which will hereafter acerue from them, and the ease with
which the present laws are eyaded, prompt and decisive
action is urgently recommended.

The seeurity of our mails requires that farther provision
should be made to punish as felons all persons who shall
steal or obtain by false pretences, or knowingly and un-
lp make, forge, or counterfeit key suited to any
lock which has been or shall be ndopted by the Post Office

ent, for use, and which shall then be in use, on

any of the mails of the United States; or who shall have
in their possession any such mail key with the intent un-
lawfully or improperly to use, sell, or otherwise dispose
of the same; or who, being employed in the manufacture
of mail locks or keys for the use of the Department,
whether as contractors or otherwise, shall deliver any
finished or unfinished mail key or mail lock, or the interior
rts thereof to any person not duly anthorized under the

d of the Postmaster General and the seal of the De-

partment to receive the same, unless such person be en-
gaged in the manufucture thereof in the manner autho-
rized hy the contract for such manufacture.
Most assuredly these locks and keys should be protect-
ed hy provisions as stringent and as highly penal ns treas-
ury notes or any other public security. The stealing of
mail locks should be punished as felony, for reasons that
will readily occur.

Great numbers of canvass mail bags sent out from this
city and the larger offices are never returned, and are im-
properly appropriated. = They are plainly marked « U, 8.
Mail,” 50 that no one can be mistaken in regard to their
purpose and ownership : yet it is believed that great num-

| bers of them have been improperly taken and kept for

private use. By the aets relating to the army, heavy
penalties have been imposed for purchasing the arms or
uniform clothing of an enlisted soldier, and a similar pen-
alty should certainly be imposed upon those who unlaw-
fully appropriate the mail bags or pouches, mail locks, or
other property of this rtment,

The provision of law which now authorizes Postmasters
to sell newspapers not called for, for the postage thereon,
should be extended to all classes of printed matter ; and it
should be made the duty of all Postmasters to sell all such
dead printed matier, and account for the same under such
regulations a8 the Department may prescribe.

Plank roads, affording the means of a more rapid and
eaty communication between important points on existing
mail routes, are common in different portions of the coun.
try. It frequently oceurs that no mail serviee gan be
plnc;ﬁ ;hmbomun t}wy are not onm o;; any
establis route. It ig therefore s that a
law be passed authorizing uh;ou for earrying the mail
on oll plank roads, and declaring that plank roads on
which the Department shall provide for carrying the mail
shall, while the mail is so earried thereom, be decmed
publio post routes. A similar provision in relation te
canals was adopted in 1836.

The increasing abuses of the franking privilege render
desirable some further legislation in respectithereto. The
franking as jpubli¢ decuments of matters which are not

United States postage on newspapers tramsmitted between.f

such; the distributing of to persons mot
eatitled to the _pﬂm;.thmkiug as *offi-
cinl,” letters which are not ; the use of the frank to
cover innumerable cireulars forthe benefit of others than
the parties who frank them, wnd the franking of letters of
other persons, are presented as some of the existing
abuses. All these should, in my ji ent, be prohibit-
ed by severe penalties, and a convietion for such an of-
fence should deprive the ofender-of his frunking privilege.
It is also proper that the attention of Comgress shonld be
directed to the fact that the penalty of five hundred dol-
lors, i by the existing law, is found to be insuf-
ficient to prevent the counterfeiting of firanks, either with
or witheut the ussent of the person whese frank is coun-
terfeited. . !
Authority should be given to the B ent to in-
crense the compensation of its spocial agents in California
and Oregon, to an ameunt- more nearly corresponding
with the general high prices of those sections. These
agents, acting at points remote from the central organi-
zation of the Department, must necessarily be invested
with a large disorvetion, and implicitly relied upon for the
information on which the sction of the Department, in
respect to those portions of the country, must be based.
The highest salaries now authoriced to be paid are en-
tirely inndequate, and te secure the services of competent
men assurances have heen given that authority to pay a
higher compensation for past as well as future
would be nsked foz. The early passage of an act antho-
rizing the Postmaster General to.nllow them a just com-

tion for their past servives, and adequate salaries
v the future, is earnestly and urgently recommended.
The Postmasser (ieneral should also he empowered to
authorize the speeinl agents in California and Oregon, re-
spectively, to receive, open, and decide upon proposals for
mail service, and, in the. and with the aid
of such Postmagter ns the Departnent shall designate, to.
open the deed lotters ageumamlsted from time to time
within their distriots, to destvoy thuse found to be of ne
value, and 4o return to the Department those containing
valuables, under such regulations and instructions as.
may be deamed proper.

extansion of the building occupied by this Depaxt-

ment, foxthe better aceommodation of its several buregus,

mendediin my last ansunl repart. The reasons th

for such extension nre.constantly acquiring .wuo.fﬁm
The reoms of the Post Office building, now unreasanably
crowded, will soon be insufficient for the agcom-
modation of the business of this Department and;of the
Auditor's office. Indeed, it is now, and duringthe last
year has been, found necessary to occupy several rooms
over the City Post office, where the papers of the.Auditor’s
oifice are exposed to loss by fire and other cavges, Large
guantities, too, of important papers, are frem. necessity
packed in the halls and in the basement or callar of the
main building, where they are exposed ta, mildew and
gradual destruetion. They should not be soexposed ; for
the loss of the paru of the Department angl especially of
the Auditor, would be a public calamity, and would be
irreparable. T respectfully ask.that it be earnestly and

urgently recommended to gongress to take-immediate and
-effectual measures for the extension of the west wing of
the present Post Office building, or for the erection of its

north front, as originally contemplated.

The accommodations for the Post @fice of this city are
entirely unsuitable and insufficient. Situated at the seat

of the National Government, and appropriated chiefly to

the correspondence of its varions. Departments, it is con-

tinually visited by the representatives of foreign Goyern-

ments and strangers from every part of the world, Its

present condition is not only unsafe, but decidedly discre-

iditable to this Department and the country. Some im-

provements made during the lust fiseal year have afforded

partial and temporary relief from the evils before expe-

rienced for want of room; but other arrangements of a

creditable and permanent ¢haracter should soon be made.

In my last annual veport T also recommended that the

laws for the government of the Department and its officers,

which are numerous and complicated, have heen enacted

at different periods, and contain many obsolete and gon-

flicting provisions, should be revised. An entire revision

of these laws, and the passage of a single act containing

all the provisions of lnw relating to this Department and

its officers, would give greater efficiency to its operations.

Such o revision is again respectfully recommended.

I again renew the recommendation that the Assistant
Postmasters General be placed upon the same footing in
respect to salary as the Heads of Bureausin other Depart-
ments, I eannot but regurd the invidious diserimination
now miade between these officers—whose duties dertainly
require equal capacity, and whose labors are admitted to
exceed those of officers of like grade in other Depart-
ments—as incongruous, and detrimental to the interests
of the Departmemt.

The increased business of this Department, consequent
upon the rapid growth of the country and the extension of
its correspondence, made it necessary in 1846 to assign
to the Chief Clerk of the Department the duties appropri-
ate to the head of a burean. These daties have since

been greatly increased, and itis submitted that he should
have the official designation and salary corresponding with
his duties. To hestow them now would be to rendeér but

justice to an able and faithful officer, who has served the
Department long and well. -

ke foreign desk of the Department Las become one of
great importance, requiring more than ordinary capacity
and labor for the discharge of its duties. Itisrespectfully
suggested that authority should be given to increase the
compensation of the officer performing them to that of a
principal clerk, by adding $200 to his present salary.

The annexed reports from my First and Th;ﬁ As-
sistants, will present useful and interesting details of
the business of their respective bureaus, as well as show
the necessity for a small increase of the clerical force of
the Department. Believing that such increase is required
for the dispatch of the business of the Department with
promptness and accuracy, [ recommend the increase which
these reports suggest.

In conclusion, I desire again to acknowledge my obliga-
tions to the Assistant Postmasters General, and the clerks
of the Department, for the zeal and assiduity manifested
by them in the discharge of their laborious duties, and
especially for the cheerful willingness with which many of
them have, when necessary for the dispatch of the business
of the Department, labored beyond the usual office hours,
and in the discharge of duties not pértaining to the desks
to which they had been assigned.

N. K. HALL, Postmaster (eneral.
To the PrEsiDENT,

SALE OF LAND in Spottsylvania county, V!

A farm of land in n healthy situation, within three miles

of the town of Fredericksburg, near the Richmond and Frede-

ricksburg Railroad, containing in or about 300 acres, on which

there is a neat and comfortable Dwelling-house, with all the

necessary out honses,

The above will be exposed to public gale in Fredericksburg,

on Tuesdwy, January 8, 1852, For further particulars apply to
PEYTON JOHNETON,

dec 3—Z2awdw Richmond, Va.

TO OW NERS AND PURCHASERS OF HORSES,
HAWNG devoted many years to the study of the Pathology
of the Horse, and many more to the successful practice
of the Veterinary Art in all its branches, both in this coun
and in England, I now offer my professional services to suc:
of the citizens of Washington and its vicinity as may need
those of n professional veterinarinn,
Persons wishing to purchase horses may also avuil them-
selves of my knowledge of that animal as o guide in their se-
leetion, and a guard against the tricks of the jockey, as well ns
the dangers of umﬁ:w".
In all cases charges will be moderate, and strict attention
given. GEORGE SMITH,
E street, near the corner of 13th steeet.

TESTIMONIALS.,

My horse had what is called a bane spavin, causiug severe
lameness, and indeed threatening to destroy entirely the value
of the animal, Mr. George Flnltsh. who has recently, as I un-
derstand, eome to this country from England with the design of
pructising the Veterinary art, undertook, about five months
ago, to cure him, and T am satisfied he has suceeeded in effectd
ing & ¢ure, as the horse now shows no signs of lamenesa what-
ever, and moves and acts as when perfectly well.

He also extracted from the ngper part of the fore leg n large
and very unsightly tumor, which bad suppurated and produced
very disagroeable effects. Wu. Rrocues,
Correae Hiy, D. C. Ocr. 4, 1851,

Having availed myself of the veterinary skill of Mr. George
Smith, in the case of a mule, rendered utterly nseless by severe
“poll-evil,” and seen his efforts and treatment of the case at-
tended with entire success in the cure of the animal, T there.
fure feel pleasure in recommending him to these who own or
have the management of horses a# a skilful and nttentive ve-
terinnrinn, Epwvsn Brooke.

Eckmvaros, D. C., Dxre. 1, 1851, de¢ 3

OHN H. BUTHMANN, Importer and Dealer in
Wines, Brandies, Cigars, &e., Pennsylvania avenue, south

llil.;e. between 43 and 6th streets, has received and offers for
snlg—
400 baskets Chiampagne, of the choicest brands, the Olive
brand, and Moet and Chandon, his own importation, P. A.
Mumm’s Verzenay, Heidsieek & Co.’s.
Also, o choice assortment of pale and brown Sherry, Ma-
deira, and Port, in bottles and casks,
Royal & Co.’s Malvasin White Port.
Carcovellos, Chambertin, Bordesux, and Rhine Wine, of
great variety.
Cognae Brandies, pale and dark, some very choice in bottles
Behiedam Gin,
0ld Monéngahels and Bourbon Connty Kentucky Whiskey.
Beotch and Irish Malt Whiskey. ;
Beotch Ale, London Brewn Stont.
Absinthe, Kirschwasser, Curncoa, Marazchino,
Bupericr Ilavana Ci &e.
[;e:pj:blicl'niondliwll

the Auditor’s Office, and the City Post Office, was reconi-

Navy Depanruusr, Nounussn 20, 1851,

service undeg the supervision of this Departagent :
The formes organization of the vesgels employed in ac-

still been continued. The Home- 3quadron, yet under the
command of Commodore Parkes, consists. of the steam

broad t.of the Commedore ; the. sloop-of-war Al-
bany, Commander Platt; the soop Decatur, Commander
Gireen ; the sloop Cyaue, Commander Paine; and the
steamey Vixen, Lieutenant Commanding Smith. The
vessels off this squadron havs been  engaged in cruising
among the West India Islands, sud along the coasts of the
Caribbean Sea and of the Gul! of Mexico. The comman-
der of this squadron, having Bean ordered to the North om
specinl.service, was not in ition to prevent the late
illegal, and dissstrous ‘expedition from the port of New
Orlesnsagninst the Island of Ciiba ; but, hastening thither
under the onlers of the Department, he was commendubly
activa in preventing any repetition of the offence, whilst
at the same time affording protection to, American inter-
ests in that quarter, and giving assurnnge that the United
Staigs would in good fuith obgerve theintreaty obligations
and.the law of nations. Commnnder Blatt, commanding
the Albany, which bappened to be in the port of Havana
when the expedition lundad, deserves sdso the commenda-
tign of the Department for the propriety and délicacy
with which he acquitted himgelf in E trying duties of
his command ; for his vigilance and ind in procuring
and transmitting early snd correet indormation of the pro-
gress of events in the Island, aud his humanity in yisiting
angd inte:_-ccdlnghfur the deluded persons, who, in violation
of the laws of their country, had baen induced io embark
in an adventure of such serious comsequence. These oc-
currences at the South detained the vessels of this squad-
rou from a cruise to #s northern, limits, which was gom-
menced and proceeded in as far as Havana, when the
invasion of Cubn tock place. 28

The Mediterranean squadran, Commodore Morgan com-
manding, consisted of the flag-ship, the razee Indepen~
dence, nzhin Jumgsson ; the steam frigate Missiseippi,
Captain’ Long;

Latlmer.

In June the latter vessel weturned, by order of the De-
partment, to the United Stages : and upon her arrival the
officers were detached andi the crew disc Since
thut time the Isdependencs, with the commander-in-chief
on board, hns visited Trieste, and other ports within hix
compinnd ; and the Mississippi has been genmerally em-
ployed in netiwe ernising.

n complimmee with a resolution of Congwess to that
effect, orders were in duae season sent to the commander
of the squadron, directing this vessel to be held in readi-

board .the digtingnished Hungorian, Governor Kossuth,
und his associntes in exile, and convey them to the United

American Minister at Constantinople that they had ob~:
tnimed the Sultan’s permission to embark. She'accord<:
ingly toek on boawrd, at the Dardanelles, in September, the
illustrious exile and his'family and T:f.y, in number sixty
persons, and brought them on the. homewnrd voyage to
(ibraltay, Here Governor Kossuth, having determined
to visit England, took passage in. & mail steamer for that
countr% intending to come thence by a like eonveyance
to the United States; and the Missi sailed with the

remainder of her passengers direct ta York, where

she arrived early in November. ;
The Independence being the only vessel in,

the Mediterranean, and from her large draught’ unsuited

for winter cruising in that sea, this consideration, to-
gether with the fact that the enlistment of hercrew and:
the term of the commander of the squadron will expire:
in the ensuing spring, induced the Department to recall
her also; and orders to that effect were dispatched in
October.

The new steam frigate San Jacinto, destined for the
squadron on the const of Braszil, is preparing with all
practieable expedition for sea, and will sail in a few days
for the Mediterranean, to watch over our interests in that
quarter until the arrival of a new squadron garly in the
spring.

The squadron on the coast of Africa continued under
the command of Commodore Gragoegonnﬁl the month of
Maoy, when, after an energetic and ient service on that
station, he was relieved, und it was transforred to Com.
Lavalette.

This squadron comprises the sloop-of-war Germantown,
the ﬂn.%-.':hip of the squadron, Commander Nicholas; the
sloop , Commander Pearson ; the sloop John Adams,
Qommander Barron; the brig Perry, Licut. Commanding
Foote; the brig Porpoise, Licutenant Commanding !

These vessels have been assiduously employed in the
duties of their cruise, and the observation of another
year justifies the conclusion, expressed in my last annnal
report, that the vigilance and aetivity of this squadron,
together with that of Great Britain, have suppressed the
winve-tride on the west coast of Africa, and that it is now
onrried on only on the south coast, more than n thousand
miles distant from the station at the Cape de Verd Islands,
established and maintained since the comclusion of the
treaty of Washington in the year 1842.

This result has led to the consideration of the expedi-
ency of removing the depot of supplies for the squadron
down the const to St. Paul de Loando, or other point on
the southern coast: but, since the inhibition by Brazil of
the African slave-trade among her subjects, it is doubtful
whether it is necessary to continue this squadron, as a
permanent foree, Any where along the African shore;
and it is accordingly propesed that motice be given to the
British Government of the termination on our part of the
ﬂ}; Erﬁcla of the treaty above mentioned, as therein pro-
viaed.

It is believed that Brazil and the Spanish West India
islands are the only countries to which slaves have
been imported, in any considerable numbers, for many
years past: and by strengthening the squadron on the
const of Bruzil, and requiring of its vessels periodical
visits to the const of Africa, the traffic can probably be
more offectually checked than by keepingup the squadron
on the African coast; while, in re to th nish West
Indies, the vessels of the Home Squadron suffice to
prevent the use of our flag for its protection among them.
The climate of the African shores is notoriously insalubri-
ous, and the health and comfort of the officers and crews
woull be greatly promoted by the change proposed of this
giquadron,

The squadron on the goast of Brazil, Commodore Mc-
Keever still being in command, consists of the frigate
Congress, the flag-ship of the squadron, Captain McIn-
tosh; the sloap-of-war Jumestown, Captain Downing; the
brig Bainbridge, Lieutenant Commanding Manning, ani
the storeship Relief, Lieut. Commanding Thatcher. Or-
ders, however, have been dispatched directing the Bain-
bridge to relieve the brig Perry in the African squadrony
whitﬁ:. owing to the approaching termination of the en-
listment of her crew, has beem ordered to return to the
United States.

The general duties assigned to this squadron, in giving

protection to our commerce and interests between the

mouth of the Amazon river and Cape Horn, in preventing

the nse of the American flag to cover the African slave

trade, and in enforcing our neutral rights and relations in

the state of hostilities which have long prevailed between

the Argentine Republic and the Bandn Oriental, and more

recently between the former and Brazil, appear to have

been zealously and faithfully performed, and the reports

of its commander are quite satisfactory.

The Pacific squadron, Commodore McCauley command-

ing, consists of his flag-ship the frigate Raritan, Comman-

der McKean; the frigate St. Lawrence, Captain Dulany;

the slpups-of-war St. Marys, Commander Magruder; Van-

dalia, Commander Gardoer; Falmouth, Commander Pear-

son; Yincennes, Commander Hudson: Portsmouth, Com-

mander Dornin; Warren, unseaworthy, and used as a

storeship; the steamer Massachusetts, Lientenant Com-

manding Knox; the storeship Lexington, Lieutenant Com-

manding Radford, and the storeship Southampton, Lieut.

Commanding Turner, i
The frigate Savannah, Captain Page, recently returned
from this station, in consequence of the expiration of the
time of service of her crew, and the Falmouth is supposed
to be likewise on her homeward voyage. These will be
replaced respectively by the frigate St. Lawrence and the
ulooﬁ-of-wur Portsmouth, about to proceed to the Pacific.

The several vessels of this squadron have been constant-

ly and usefully employed in appropriate service. The
flag-ship and lhen'l\g.mennaa ])

have visited the principal
ports on the American goast from Oregon to Chili. The
Vandalia has made several visits to the Ssndwich Islands,
at periods when the @ of a man-of-whr was highly
cssential to our interests in that kingdoni: and the Fal-
mouth and St. Marys, in addition to touching at ports on
the main land and the Sandwich Islands, have extended
their cruising to the Society, Marquesas, snd’ Fejeo
Islands,

The necessity of maintaining, at all times, an effective
floet on that ocean, and of adupting our naval laws and
system to the new requirements of the service, in conse-
quenee of our settlements in Californin and Oregon, was
urged in my lust annual communication, and cannot too
early engugt.! the attention of Congress. ;

Tte squadron for the East India and China seas, Com-
modore Aulick commanding, comprehends his flag-ship
the steam-frigate Susquehannah, the sloops-of-war Ply-
mouth, Commander Kelly;!Saratoga, Commander Walker;
and Marion, Commander Glendy. The two vessels last
pamed are on their station: the two former are on the
voyage out. The Marion will be relieved on their arrival,
and return home by way of the Cape of Good Hope, bring-
ing, it is expected, valuable varieties of the seed or root
of the sugar-cane, and also of the tea plant, collected un-
der the orders of the rtment for distribution in the
sections of our country adapted to their cultivation. The

dec 3—3tif
IRCULAR NOTES AND LETTERS of CREDIT:
for Travellers in renlar Notes (of the
value of £10 and and tters of Credit, payable at
all the prineipal cities , nre issued on application,
g Mesers. DUNCAN, SHERMAN & CO.
ooy 21—dfm Bankers, New York.

Dolphin, Lieutenant Commanding T. J. Page, which had

REPOR™D& rue SECRETAR VO® THE NAVY.
Stn :'T!:x-ﬁ.-llowing is the annugd” report of the publig’

tive service,on the ocean into six separate squadrons hus.,

frigate Nopsnae, Commonder Pendergrast, bearing the

and the frigate Cumberland, Captain

ness to proceed to the coast of Turkey nnd receive omr

States so soon a8 information should be received from the



